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n. SERVICE PERSONNEL 

198/77. AIRCREWMAN BRANCH RE-ORGANIZATION (R) 

RN 798 

[N/MAN/T/143/25/1/74(DNMT(S)(DGNMT»)] 

I After 1978 conditions for flying at sea will be changed to a large d . h 1 
. . d h I' t d VSTOL . ' egree, WIt on y twin-engme e ICOP ers an aircraft embarked in HMS HERMES d h 

CAlls .. On present plans none of these. ships will have dedicated SAR helico~~erst o~ 
SAR dIvers em~arked. The C~Hs wIll. ha,,:,e an Atlantic Sea Rescue Boat which 
wouI~ be used I~ t~e. case ?f aIrcraft dltchmg or pilots ejecting in the immediate 
vi~inJtY of th~ ship; It IS not Intended to carr.}' an S,,\R dive.r in the boat. SAR oper­
atlOns.at me.dmm and long range where a helicopter IS re9Ulred will be carried out by 
Sea Kmg USIng the.crews complemented for ASW operatIOns; again it is not intended 
to carry an SAR diver. 

2. Accordingly it ha.s been decided that the SAR and SAR diver categories of the 
aircrewman branch WIll lapse on 31 December 1978. After this date the shore billets 
currently filled by S.~.R aircrev:men and ~AR divers will be filled by ~atings who have 
completed an operatIOnal tour In a front hne squadron or ship's flight and who success­
fully complete SMAC 55F (Aircrewman SAR Acquaint course). The aircrewman 
branch will then consist of the following four categories: 

. a. Sonar operator; for duty in sonar and sonies equipped ASW helicopters. 
b. Commando aircrewman; for duty in commando helicopters. 
c. AS 12 missile aimer; for duty in guided missile equipped helicopters. 
d. Communications aircraft aircrewman; for duty in fixed wing aircraft and heli-

copters employed on communications flight duties. 

3. Training. No further ratings will be trained initially as SAR aircrewman or SAR 
divers from the date of this DCI. SMAC 55F was introduced at RNAS Culdro~e on 
24 October 1977 as PJT for ratings drafted to 771 and 772 squadrons and SAR flIghts. 

4. Ratings will be trained initially in one of the aircrewn;tan branch categ<?ries, except 
communication aircraft aircrewman, but may be req~Ired to cr?s.s-tra~ to other 
categories, dependent upon manning requirements. Th.ls cross-tramIng will broaden 
experience and afford equal opportunities in all categorIes for shore employment. 

any category to train as SAR dIvers and Jom a small cadre 0 d fl' hts Train­
~ maintained to meet the needs of the shore-bas~d SAR squadron~ an ~fh the SAR 
mg in the skills and responsibilities required wIll thereforeWhcontmue WI. S occur in 
d' " 'fi d Add'f IQ alification en vacanCle Iver quahficatlOn class! e as an I IOna u . I . I from aircrewman 
lhe cadre, candidates for the. c~ur~e will. be sel~c~ed exc t;b~e ~inutes diving time. 
volunteers who are 'in date' ShIPS dIvers With a m~mm~m 0 e) Group 2 Diving Pay 
0!l successful completion of .SMAC 55G (SAR dIvers c.our~ the SAR diving cadre. 
'WIll commence and will contlOue so long as a man remams In 

. 1 1 . the SAR or SAR diver 
6 r -training. Aircrewmen who .are quahfied so e,>: mb 1 Au ust 1979. These 

ra 10' ale to render f~orrn ('240 to the Commo 01 e, 

JUSfR lcrED 
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